
Save the Date! 
13th Annual ACLF Dinner
November 17, 2012
South Seattle Community College

ACLF and WAPI Community Services team up to  
Create a Safe Space for Youth 
Project gives back to the community and teaches leadership skills to emerging leaders

The Asian Pacific Islander Community Leadership 
Foundation (ACLF) is in its 13th year of developing  
leaders in the community. ACLF is thankful for the 
continued support of the community, partners, and 
sponsors for making our mission possible: to promote 
social, economic and political justice by training and 
maintaining a strong, sustainable community of civi-
cally engaged leaders that reflect the diversity of local 
Asians and Pacific Islanders (API). Here’s a snap shot 
of what ACLF is up to:

Community Leaders Program (CLP) Update
It was just a few months ago that ACLF introduced the 
CLP class of 2012 to the community. A lot of energy 
and excitement have been building up behind the 
scenes around this year’s project, to re-open a youth 
lounge for WAPI Community Services.

In a few short weeks, CLP 2012 will unveil the 
culmination of intensive research, community 
outreach, and good old-fashioned labor (they spent a 
Saturday painting and refurnishing the old lounge). It 
is easy to see the passion and dedication that these 
12 members have for the youth who will be using the 
lounge. Not only are they making sure the lounge is 
available, they want to see it thrive for years to come.

Please join ACLF and the CLP class of 2012 on 
Thursday, October 11 at 5:30 p.m. at ACLF’s office 
in CISC for the Project Presentation.  The class will 
share their experience and what they’ve learned as 
well as unveiling the newly renovated WAPI Youth 
Lounge.  For more information, please contact 
Bao Nguyen at baon@aclfnorthwest.org or 206-625-
3850.

Thank you to our sponsors
 

For questions contact the ACLF office at 
206-625-3850 or aclfnw@aclfnorthwest.org.

To learn more about ACLF and how to support its 
programs visit www.aclfnorthwest.org. 

The CLP class of 2012 at their opening retreat in Cle Elum,  
Washington. 

The CLP class has been hard at work preparing the WAPI Youth 
lounge for its unveiling on October 11. 

Thank you to our sponsors
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How Can you get involved?

Do you believe in training and supporting Asian Pa-
cific Islander leaders?  You can help ACLF achieve 
our goals in strengthening the API community by :

• Donate! Your tax-deductible donation
 ensures we will provide accessible    
 leadership training opportunities to our   
 diverse community each year.
• Come to our 13th annual dinner on Nov. 17. 
• Visit our website www.aclfnorthwest.org or   
 call our office at 206-625-3850.
• ACLF is always seeking volunteer talent for   
 our committees and events.
• Become a mentor to an up-and-coming   
 leader. 
• Join our listserv and find ACLF on 
 Facebook and Twitter.

Save the Date: November 17
13th Annual ACLF Graduation Dinner

ACLF’s 13th Annual Graduation Dinner and Auction 
will be at South Seattle Community College on  
November 17, 2012. We’ll be celebrating the  
graduation of our 13th Community Leaders Program 
class and the successes of our community. ACLF’s 
programs are made possible and accessible to all 
members of the community through the generous 
support of donors, sponsors and community members. 
Here are the details for the event:

When:  November 17, event starts at 5:30 p.m.
Where: South Seattle Community College (The  
  Brockey Conference Center)

For more information contact Bao Nguyen at  
206-625-3850 or at baon@aclfnorthwest.org
 

ACLF Alumni Spotlight
Ben Henry - Community Leaders Program Class of 2010

What are you doing now?
Trying my best to be a great dad to my 3-year-old, Jack. I have devoted 
my career to making the world a better place for him to live, one public 
policy at a time. Currently I am Senior Policy Associate at the Alliance for a 
Just Society, a national coalition of grassroots groups. I’m also the Board 
President of the Asian Pacific Islander Americans for Civic Empowerment 
(APACE), which strives to push the API perspective through political  
empowerment.

How has ACLF’s Community Leaders Program helped you reach your 
goals?
CLP isn’t just about learning new skills and networking opportunities. I’ve developed relationships with some 
of Washington’s premier API leaders. But what I have really enjoyed are the lasting friendships. I have met so 
many incredible people.

What’s your favorite memory of the Community Leaders Program?
One thing that will always stick with me was our bonding at the orientation retreat. 

Why is it important to you to give back to the Asian Pacific Islander Community?
I was born and raised in Honolulu, one of the most diverse places on earth. Being involved in the API  
community helps me feel at home, while at the same time getting me in touch with Seattle’s grassroots  
communities, allowing me to apply the policy tools I have learned in school to the low-income communities I 
feel passionate about helping.

What’s next for you?
Washington is ranked as the most “regressive” tax structure in the United States, which means we rely most 
heavily on low- and middle-income people to pay for the costs of our schools, our roads, our police and fire 
protection. I find this appalling, and just not right. I am working with ACLF Board member and fellow CLP alum 
Martin Tran to launch an organization called Washington Tax Justice that intends to do something about this.
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