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API Civic Engagement Toolkit:
An Introduction
This is a toolkit to help gauge the interest and level of civic engagement of your organization's staff, members,
volunteers, or clients. As part of our leadership program with the Asian Pacific Islander Community Leadership
Foundation (ACLF), we worked with the Southeast Asian Education (SEAeD) Coalition to develop materials to
use specifically within the Asian American Pacific Islander community. Included are the following materials:


WA State & National Infographic: outlines the current state of API civic engagement & voting



Survey: helps gauge level of civic engagement and identify any existing barriers



How to Vote: explains how to register to vote and access other political organizations



How to Start a Campaign: offers a step-by-step breakdown on how to start a political campaign



Ways to be Civically Engaged: suggests multiple options to become civically engaged

We hope these materials will help inspire and promote more civic engagement within the API community.
If you have any questions or feedback, please contact ACLF at aclfnw@aclfnorthwest.org.
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API Civic Engagement Survey
The purpose of this survey is to gauge the level and interest of civic engagement of your organization’s
staff, members, volunteers, or clients.
Age: __________
Gender: ________________
Ethnicity: _______________
What generation of immigrant do you identify yourself as?
_______________
How have you participated in civic engagement in the past?
□ Voted
□ Called/wrote a letter to my senator/representative
□ Served on a community/neighborhood committee
□ Raised money for a charity/cause I care about
□ Participated in an organized group
Other ______________
How often do you participate in these types of activities?
□ Daily
□ 1-2x a week
□ Once a month
□ Quarterly
□ Yearly
How did you get started in these type of activities?
□ Family
□ School
□ Friends
□ Faith-based organizations (churches, temples, mosques, etc.)

Do you volunteer?
□ Yes
□ No
What three issues do you care about the most?
□ Primary education
□ Secondary education
□ Social services
□ Housing
□ Healthcare
□ Income gap
□ Small businesses
□ Public transportation
Other_______________
Where do you get your news/information from?
[Check all that apply.]
□ Social Media
□ Online news
□ TV
□ Radio
□ Newspaper/Print
□ Word of mouth
Other _______________

Other _______________
Do you vote?
□ Locally
□ Nationally
□ Neither

Do you keep up with local or national issues?
□ Local
□ National
□ Both
□ Neither

What motivates you to vote?
□ I want to take an active role in the politics that affect me
□ I think it's important that my vote counts
□ I feel obligated to/someone makes me vote
Other _______________

Please check all that apply.

If you don’t vote, why not?
□ I don't care
□ I don't feel informed enough to vote
□ I'm not registered
□ I don't understand how to vote
□ Other _______________

□ I have actively participated in support of a cause or issue

□ I have attended community events or town halls
□ I have contacted a government official regarding an issue
□ I have commented on a piece of legislation

□ I have volunteered my time for a specific cause or issue

□ I have shared information related to a cause or issue
□ I have donated money to a cause or issue

How to Vote

Have questions on how to check eligibility or register to vote?

Call the National Asian American Voter Hotline: 1-888-274-8683

Looking for more resources or ways to get involved?
Check out the following organizations:
Seattle-Based Political Organizations

21progress.org

apace-wa.org

Providing leadership development programs to
young adults and immigrants, their families and
communities.

Politically empowering the API community and
holding leaders accountable to values of social,
economic, and political justice.

National Organizations & Campaigns

18millionrising.org

apiavote.org

Promoting API civic engagement, influence and
movement by leveraging the power of technology and social media

Mobilizing API voters and increasing civic
participation through culturally appropriate
voter education & engagement programs.

How to Start a Campaign
Beginning a political campaign from scratch can seem overwhelming. Just like the members of the
Southeast Asian Education (SEAeD) Coalition you can make change happen in your community by
following the five steps below:

1. Set a Goal
What are you trying to accomplish with this campaign?
Once you have that, it can be helpful to break it down into smaller, actionable items that
can serve as milestones.

2. Target Your Audience
Who are you trying to reach with your campaign? Legislators? Voters?
You may also have several different audiences, in which case you may need to find
different ways to communicate your message to them. Begin with those who will be
more responsive to your goals.

3. Develop Your Message
What is your statement of action?
Think about what your audience cares about: what are their priorities? Your
message should be short, honest, and persuasive so that it immediately
grabs your audience’s attention and they can remember it.

4. Build a Coalition
Who else cares about your goal?
Determine who your allies are and reach out to them. These could be civic
organizations, local interest groups, other individuals, or local politicians. Use your
network to find like-minded people who would be willing to join your campaign.

5. Mobilize!
Raise awareness in your community
Mobilize your coalition to go door-to-door, hold town hall meetings, organize
press conferences, or hold fundraisers or rallies. Get the word out!
Still have questions? Feel free to contact SEAeD at seaecoalitionwa@gmail.com.
**National Democratic Institute for International Affairs. (2009). Political Campaign Planning Manual: A Step by Step Guide to Winning Elections. Retrieved
from https://www.ndi.org/files/Political_Campaign_Planning_Manual_Malaysia_0.pdf
**Liu, Michael; Wang, Star; Wong, Janice; and Dao, Loan, "Asian American We: Civic Engagement among Low-Income Young
Adults" (2012). Institute for Asian American Studies Publications. Paper 29. http://scholarworks.umb.edu/iaas_pubs/29
Images from top to bottom: Campaign by PJ Souders, Target by James Keuning, Message by Lucas Almeida, Crowd by Alex Kwa.

Ways to be Civically Engaged
Know your rights

No matter what your status is, it is essential to know your rights in the
areas of your daily life, whether it is as a student, a worker, a patient, a
customer, or simply as a human being.

Define an issue

Defining something that needs attention is one way to engage the
community and beyond. Chances are there are other people who have
direct experience or can relate to this issue as well.

Be active in the
political process

This is not just voting. Organizing with community organizations,
faith-based groups, in school, or with any other common-interest group
shows that there is a reason to gather around an issue.

Be heard

There are many ways to be heard by those who can support you in
making a difference. You can make art, hold conversations, write to
encourage, ask for, or voice disagreement to something. No matter what,
make your voice known.

Use technology and
social media

Use technology to research issues you want to educate yourself about,
communicate with public leaders, or reach others using social media like
Facebook and Twitter.

Organize or attend
events

You can organize or attend public events, such as rallies, speaking forums,
and town hall meetings. These events are key to raising awareness about
the issue.

Volunteer

By volunteering, you contribute in a personally meaningful way to the
work that needs to be done. This could mean active involvement with
community organizations, helping support events, or participating in any
other activity in which you volunteer your time and knowledge.

